CALIFORNIA
WINE COUNTRY
ROADS LESS
TRAVELED: SIP
& SAVOR FROM
SANTA CRUZ TO
THE SIERRAS

A 10-day road trip exploring
under-the-radar wine destinations in
the Golden State, traveling northeast
from coastal Santa Cruz through the
Central Valley to the Sierra Foothills
and Gold Country



WINE

COUNTRY

Itinerary overview

This wine-centric itinerary is for
curious travelers keen to find hidden
gems and feel a sense of discovery.
Wine aficionados who know Napa
and Sonoma and have done Paso
and Santa Barbara will delight in this
journey to lesser-known wine regions
that offer equally deep roots, rich
agricultural heritages, delicious wines,
small town charms and hyper-local
culinary delights. Start in the Santa Cruz

Mountains, one of the state’s oldest

wine-growing regions dating back to
the 1870s, and make your way inland to
the warmer climes of Livermore Valley
and Lodi. In Gold Country, trace the
foothills as you delight in character-rich
historic mining towns from Murphy’s
and Plymouth to Lincoln and Grass
Valley. All along these roads less
traveled, expect uncrowded tasting
rooms, unpretentious experiences and

unforgettable days.



Day 1: SFO/SJC to Santa Cruz

« Arrivein seaside Santa Cruz, check into your hotel and head out for an urban
wine tasting expedition on the westside of Santa Cruz.

» Dropinto Santa Cruz Mountain Vineyard to taste their namesake line of
wines as well as secondary brand Quinta Cruz, dedicated to Spanish and
Portuguese. Walk around the block to Stockwell Cellars for another urban
tasting in the winemakers converted metal shop.

« Watch the sunset at Natural Bridges State Beach nearby before
going downtown to feast on creative hyper-local fare at
Michelin-endorsed Alderwood.

« Overnightin Santa Cruz.

Day 2: South Santa Cruz Wine Country

+ Head south on CA-1 for a day of tasting in the southern portion of
Santa Cruz County wine country along the rural Corralitos Wine Trail
(45 mi/72 km roundtrip).

« Start at historic Bargetto Winery in Soquel, dating back to 1933, and carry on to
Lester Estate Wines or Storrs Winery & Vineyards.

« Enroute to your last winery stop, indulge in Corralitos Market & Sausage Co.,
known for exceptional sandwiches and hot dogs prepared with meats from the
in-house butcher and locally sourced ingredients.

« Soak up the ambience Windy Oaks Estate, a premier pinot noir producer, and
retrace your path back to Santa Cruz.

+ Delight your inner child with an evening in the fresh sea air at the legendary
Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk.

« Overnightin Santa Cruz.


https://www.santacruz.org/
https://www.santacruzmountainvineyard.com/
https://www.santacruzmountainvineyard.com/quinta-cruz
https://www.stockwellcellars.com/
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=541
https://www.alderwoodsantacruz.com/
https://www.santacruz.org/places-to-stay/
https://www.corralitoswinetrail.com/
https://bargetto.com/visit-us/historic-winery-tasting-room-in-santa-cruz/
https://lesterestatewines.com/
https://www.storrswine.com/
https://corralitosmarketsausagecompany.com/
https://www.windyoaksestate.com/visit-us/
https://beachboardwalk.com/
https://www.santacruz.org/places-to-stay/

Day 3: Santa Cruz Mountains to Silicon Valley

+ Hitthe road for a day of driving through the woods to reach notable wine
producers north of Santa Cruz en route to (70 mi/112km).

« Stop at (via CA-1N and Bonny Doon Road) to tasteina
cabin-like setting surrounded by redwood trees.

« Continue north, eventually turning onto CA-236 S to reach organically-farmed

—you can detour to
before for a hike to “earn” your wine tasting!

« From Big Basin, take CA-236 N and CA-9 N to ,thelegendary
winery that produced the cabernet sauvignon that put Santa Cruz wines on the
map at the 1976 Judgement of Paris tasting. Sample their single vineyard wines
by appointment at the in Cupertino.

« Make the affluent Silicon Valley town of Saratoga your last stop for dinner

steeped in elegance at Michelin-starred , @ community staple
dating back to 1952.
« Overnight at ; neighboring

offers more lodging choices.


https://visitlosgatosca.com/
https://beauregardvineyards.com/
https://www.bigbasinvineyards.com/visit/estate-vineyard-tasting-room/
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=540
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=540
https://ridgewine.com/
https://www.ridgewine.com/visit/monte-bello/
https://plumedhorse.com/
https://www.innatsaratoga.com/
https://visitlosgatosca.com/sleep/

Day 4: Silicon Valley to Livermore Valley

« Headto for some memorable urban wine and food experiences en
route to (45 mi/72 km).
« Visit the historic for an informative tasting of

the pioneering California winemaker’s vintages and have a grazing style
lunch at the vibrant featuring a diversity of
globally-inspired cuisines.

« Get back on the highway to and take your pick of tastings ata
few of California’s oldest wineries established in the 1880s— ,

and —and offering some of the most beautiful

tasting environments in the area.

» Enjoy a spectacular dinner at , a top-rated neighborhood
restaurant and bar.

« Overnightin


https://www.sanjose.org/
https://visittrivalley.com/
https://www.jlohr.com/visit/san-jose-wine-center
https://sanpedrosquaremarket.com/
https://visittrivalley.com/blog/what-to-do-in-livermore-ca/
https://murrietaswell.com/
https://www.concannonvineyard.com/
https://wentevineyards.com/
https://www.rangelifelivermore.com/
https://visittrivalley.com/livermore-hotels/

Day 5: Livermore Valley to Lodi

Start the day with breakfast at Denica’s Real Food Kitchen.

If retail therapy is calling, bargain hunt at the San Francisco Premium Outlets,
Northern California’s largest luxury outlet center, before hitting the highway for
Lodi (55 mi/89 km).

Begin your education on the country’s most diverse growing region (125+
varietals) at Lodi Wine Visitors Center, located at the Wine & Roses resort, to
get the lay of the land with the option to book a seated tasting.

Dedicate the rest of the afternoon to wellness and relaxation at the

Wine & Roses Spa.

No trip to California is complete without authentic Mexican cuisine—get your fix
with a casual dinner at local favorite El Pazcifico Mexican Grill & Cantina.

Overnightin Lodi.

Day 6: Lodi

Spend the day sampling Lodi vintages, starting at Acquiesce Winery &
Vineyards, which exclusively produces white and rosé wines.

Go five minutes down the road to Peltier Winery & Vineyards, started by a
third-generation wine grower.

Round out your tasting tour at Michael David Winery, a Lodilegend. Spend

the afternoon enjoying the outdoor patio and hyper-local lunch at the
café—meats are from the local 4H program and produce is grown onsite or
from nearby farms.

Do dinner at Italian staple Pietro’s Trattoria, beloved by locals and visitors alike.
Overnightin Lodi.


https://denicascafe.com/
https://www.premiumoutlets.com/outlet/san-francisco
https://visitlodi.com/
https://www.lodiwine.com/Visit/Visitor-Center
https://www.winerose.com/
https://www.winerose.com/spa
https://www.yelp.com/biz/el-pazcifico-mexican-grill-and-cantina-lodi?hrid=bgrZWzCOQpKpJPDi4b-i5A&osq=Restaurants
https://visitlodi.com/places-to-stay/?category=hotels#explore-places-to-stay-block
https://www.acquiescevineyards.com/
https://www.acquiescevineyards.com/
https://peltierwinery.com/
https://michaeldavidwinery.com/
https://www.pietroslodi.com/
https://visitlodi.com/places-to-stay/?category=hotels#explore-places-to-stay-block

Day 7: Lodi to Murphy’s

« Head for the hills via CA-12 E and CA-49 S to reach historic Murphy’s
(56 Mmi/20 km) in Calaveras County.

« Onyour way into town, stop at the sprawling [ronstone Vineyards to sip wines
and check out gold-mining paraphernalia and period photographs at the
winery’s impressive museum dedicated to local hisory.

« Stroll down Main Street to soak up the 1880s-era ambience (Mark Twain was
among the town’s famous guests in its heyday), browse the shops and visit
tasting rooms pouring vintages from local family-owned wineries.

» Have dinner at V Restaurant, Bar & Bistro offering casual bistro dining as well
as a more upscale experience Thursday through Sunday nights.

« Overnightin Murphy’s.


https://visitmurphys.com/
https://www.gocalaveras.com/
https://www.ironstonevineyards.com/
https://www.gocalaveras.com/business/attractions/murphys-main-street-wineries/
https://www.vrestaurantbistrobar.com/
https://visitmurphys.com/visit/stay/

Day 8: Murphy’s to Plymouth

Start the day with an espresso and freshly baked goods at

Drive CA-49 N to (40 mi/64 km), known as “The Jewel of
the Mother Lode” and a gateway to the area
of

Browse the antique shops along Sutter Creek’s charming Main Street and sip at

tasting rooms such as , and . Pick
up picnic goods at and
Carry on to the town of (8 mi/13 km).

Visit one or two of Plymouth wineries such as ,

) , and .
End the day in the tiny town of and opt for dinner at sleek or the
more rustic

Overnightin


https://www.yelp.com/biz/aria-murphys-3
https://suttercreek.org/
https://www.visitamador.com/p/towns--regions/shenandoah-valley
https://amadorwine.com/
https://www.bellagracevineyards.com/
https://www.uphillvineyards.com/
https://www.baiocchiwines.com/
https://suttercreek.org/restaurants-sutter-creek-amador-county-dining/
http://www.suttercreekcheese.com/
https://cityofplymouth.org/visitors/
https://www.deavervineyards.com/
https://www.linsteadtwinery.com/
https://www.dillianwines.com/
https://www.andiswines.com/
https://www.karmere.com/
https://cityofplymouth.org/visitors/
https://www.restauranttaste.com/
https://www.plymouthhotelca.com/
https://cityofplymouth.org/stay/

Day 9: Plymouth to Lincoln

Have a big comfort food American-style breakfast at
before saying farewell to Plymouth.

Drive to in (48 mi/77 km) via La Trobe Road.
Enroute, stop at ,an emerging shopping and dining
areain the Sacramento suburb, and take a fresh air break around
Start your tour of the ,home to the ,at

in the upscale community of Granite Bay.
Make your way to or —both
inrural Auburn.
End the day in Lincoln at , a Certified California
Sustainable Vineyard & Winery with its own gourmet restaurant where you can
enjoy dinner with wine pairings.

Overnightin


https://deadflydiner.com/
https://www.visitplacer.com/locations/lincoln/
https://www.visitplacer.com/
https://edhtowncenter.com/
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=500
https://placerwine.com/
https://placerwine.com/about-the-region/sierra-foothills-ava/
https://trwinery.com/
https://lonebuffalovineyards.com/
https://www.pazawines.com/#/
https://wisevillawinery.com/
https://www.visitplacer.com/places-to-stay/

Day 10: Grass Valley

Depart for via CA-49 N (34 mi/54 km), stopping at
south of town.

Wander around the artsy former mining town, browsing the shops and murals
and tasting at .
If you feel like more exploring, head up the highway five minutes to check out
neighboring , with more charming shops and eateries as well as

and the tasting room.
Have dinner at the —it’s the oldest
operating saloon west of the Mississippi, and you’ll once again be followingin
the footsteps of Mark Twain.
Overnight at the impeccably restored
(SMF is 62 mi/100 km away and SFO is 154 mi/247 km owoy)


https://www.grassvalleychamber.com/visit/
https://lucchesivineyards.com/
https://sierrastarr.com/locations/vineyard/
https://www.nevadacitychamber.com/nevada-city-things-to-do/
https://www.ncwinery.com/
https://www.szabovineyards.com/
https://holbrooke.com/dining/
https://holbrooke.com/

